
COURSE OUTLINE 
Day 1 –Friday, October 15, 2010 
8:00-9:00 Registration 

9:00-9:30 Welcoming and Introductions 

9:30-10:30 Transactional Practice: Foundation and Evidence Supporting   

Developmental/Relational Practice 

10:30-10:45 Break 

10:45-12:00 Introduction to the DIR®/Floortime™ Model 

  Integrated Developmental Functioning and Functional Emotional 

Capacities. Individual Differences:  Sensory Processing Contin-

uum from Registration and Modulation to Interactional Responses.    

Interdisciplinary Team Approach.  

12:00-1:00 Lunch (on your own) 

1:00-2:30 How Sensory Processing influences behavior, including atten-

tion, control of impulses, functional and interactional skills    

2:30-2:45 Break 

2:45-3:30 Family and Caregiver Patterns   

3:30-4:00 Comments, question and answers. 
 

                                   Day 2-Saturday, October 16, 2010 
8:00-9:00 Registration 

9:00-9:30 Welcoming and Introductions 

9:30-10:45 Conducting Clinical Assessment   

 Overview 

 Reason(s) for referral 

 Process 

 Developmental & Family History 

 Partnership with Parents. 

10:45-11:00 Break 

11:00-12:15 Assessment to Intervention

 Clinical Observation 

 Functioning Emotional  

 Assessment Scale (FEAS) 

 Standardized Assessment Tools 

 Floortime™  in Assessment  

12:15-1:15 Lunch (provided) 

1:15-2:15 Sensory, motor and emotional 

 patterns underlying challenges 

 in relating and communication     

2:15-3:00 Assessment is the first Interven-

 tion:  Intervention Planning  

                3:00-4:00     Comments, question and answers. 

 

Day 3-Sunday, October 17, 2010 
8:00-9:00 Registration 

9:00-9:30 Welcoming and Introductions 

9:30-10:45 Principles and Applied Intervention     

  Intervention with Dual Diagnosis 

  Integrated Diagnosis and Treatment Planning 

  Intervention in Early Years 

  Intervention for School Aged Children 

  Intervention in Adolescence 

10:45-11:00 Break 

11:00-12:15 Integrating Intervention Strategies  

  Floortime™ 

  Semi-structural problem-solving 

  Motor, sensory, sensory integration, visual-spatial, perceptional 

motor 

  Peer play 

  Group Intervention 

  Biomedical 

  Nutrition and Diet 

  Technologies 

12:15-1:15 Lunch (on your own) 

1:15-3:15 Practices using comprehensive DIR®/Floortime™  intervention 

planning tailored in the individual child’s neurobiological 

profile, family and environmental factors          

3:15-4:00 Comments, question and answers. 

  *Outline subject to changes 

Participation 

in all three 

days will 

meet criteria 

for   applica-

tion to the 

DIR/ 

Floortime™  

Institute.  
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2010 AkOTA  
Alaska Occupational Therapy Association 

FALL 

CONFERENCE 

OCTOBER  

15th-17th, 2010 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 

DIR®/

Floortime™:  

   Theoretical and   

Applied  Intro with 

third day focus on   

Integrated Practice. 



DIR®/Floortime™ 
Course Description: 
       In the service of supporting healthier, more integrated 

developmental-relational functioning for children in their fami-

lies, schools and other environments, this conference will pro-

vide, in the first two days, conceptual and practical understand-

ings of a comprehensive, interdisplinary approach called 

DIR®/Floortime™.  (pioneered by S. Greenspan, MD and 

S.Wieder, PhD) This approach focus on integrated develop-

mental functioning and a meaningful model of intervention.  

The Developmental, Individual Difference, Relationship-

based (DIR®/Floortime™) Model is a framework that helps 

clinicians, parents and educators conduct a comprehensive 

assessment and develop an intervention program tailored to the 

unique challenges and strengths of children with Autism Spec-

trum Disorders (ASD) and other developmental challenges. 

The objectives of the DIR®/Floortime™ Model are to build 

healthy foundations for social, emotional, and intellectual ca-

pacities rather than focusing on skills and isolated behaviors.   

 

 The D (Developmental) part of the Model describes the 

building blocks of this foundation. This includes helping 

children to develop capacities to attend and remain calm and 

regulated, engage and relate to others, initiate and respond to 

all types of communication beginning with emotional and 

social affect based gestures, engage in shared social problem

-solving and intentional behavior involving a continuous 

flow of  interactions in a row, use ideas to communicate 

needs and think and play creatively, and build bridges be-

tween  ideas in logical ways which lead to higher level ca-

pacities to think in multicausal, grey area and reflective 

ways.   These developmental capacities are essential for 

spontaneous and empathic relationships as well as the mas-

tery of academic skills. 
 The I (Individual differences) part of the Model describes 

the unique biologically-based ways each child responds to 

their environment and process sensory stimuli, influencing 

their developmental capacities.  The child’s regulatory pat-

terns, how they responds to, and comprehends sensations 

such as touch and sounds, are an important component of 

their profile further impacting their relational patterns.  

Some children, for example, are very hyper responsive to 

touch and sound, while others are under-reactive, and still 

others seek out these sensations. Understanding the child’s 

individual differences will lead to a deeper understanding of 

their social behaviors. 
 The R (Relationship-based) part of the Model describes the 

learning relationships with caregivers, educators, therapists, 

peers, and others who tailor their affect based interactions to 

the child’s individual differences and developmental capaci-

ties to enable progress in mastering the essential founda-

tions.  

Presenters: 
Ruby Salazar, LCSW, BCD 

 Clinical Social Worker 

 ICDL Director Facilitator Training Program 

 ICDL Senior Faculty 

 Director and Senior Clinician at Pennsylvania 

Life Span Services at Salazar Associates 

 

Marjorie Cases, OTR/L 

 Occupational Therapist 

 DIR® and SIPT Certified 

 Over 7 years experience and expertise working 

with young children and adolescents with de-

velopmental challenges concerning their abil-

ity to communicate, play, engage and learn. 

 

Who Should Attend: 

 Occupational Therapists 

 Occupational Therapy Assistants 

 Physical Therapists 

 Physical Therapists Assistants 

 Speech and Language Pathologists 

 Child Development Specialists 

 Early Childhood Specialists 

 Inclusion Teachers 

 Special Education Teachers 

 Instructional Aides 

 Paraprofessionals 

 Social Workers 

 Psychologists 

 Pediatricians 

 Developmental Pediatricians 

 Clinical Psychiatrists 

 Parents and Caregivers 

 Extended Family 

REGISTRATION FORM 
Course Fee: 
October 15 & 16, 2010 

□ 2-day course Super Early Bird Discount:         $300 

□ 2-day course Early Bird Discount:  $350 

□ 2-day course Registration:  $400 

October 15, 16 & 17, 2010 

□ 3-day course Super Early Bird Discount:  $400  

□ 3-day course Early Bird Discount:  $450  

□ 3-day course Registration:  $500 
 

Super Early Bird Deadline: August 6, 2010 

Early Bird Deadline: September 17, 2010 
 

*AkOTA Members receive an additional $25 discount 

 

**Participation in all three days will meet criteria for    

application to the DIR/ Floortime™  Institute. 
 

Location: Egan Center 
 555 West 5th Avenue 

 Anchorage, AK 99501-2247  

Lodging:  Hilton Anchorage 
 500 West Third Avenue 

 Anchorage, AK 99501 

 Group Room Rate: $99 per night 
 

How to Register: 
Mail this registration form and payment via check 

or money order payable to: 

Alaska Occupational Therapy Association 

PMB 1616, 3705 Arctic Blvd. 

Anchorage, AK 99503 

Name:  

Address:  

City/State/Zip:  

Phone: home (      )  

Phone: work  (     )  

Email:  

Employer:  

Profession:  

Specialty:  

Are you an AkOTA Member? □ yes □ no 


